We open up
social venues
Welcome to Skåne makes social venues available to
newly arrived refugees in order to encourage a
positive experience and social context for
inclusion into Swedish society. In the project local
museums and libraries, as well as partners from the
private and civic sectors cooperate with the Civic and
Health communicators in coordinated programmes.

Civic sector organizations
The civic sector plays a fundamental role in Swedish
society as a key arena in which people meet in
shared commitment and creativity. Possibilities for
many different activities are presented as the
participants are introduced to their community’s civil
society.

Museums
The museums tell the story of the
society that we live in by providing
newly arrived refuges with the
social and historical context of their
new community. They also learn of
the many programs that the museum
offers children and families.

Labour market
This part of the programme
introduces participants to the
Swedish labor market and offers
valuable tips and advice on how to
enter the job and business market.

Physical activity

Libraries
The public libraries offer an open and welcoming venue
for all people with an array of services and activities for all
age groups. The participants are introduced to the
library’s role in the community as a provider of accessible
knowledge and information.

The city’s communal areas offer a lot of
possibilities for physical activity. The participants
get to try out simple and accessible activities in
their neighborhoods such as guided walking tours
that help them acquaint themselves with the area.

Partnership Skåne
Welcome to Skåne is a method development project within the
collaborative platform Partnership Skåne. The aim of Partnership Skåne
is to develop and coordinate methods to create better conditions for
participation, health and empowerment among newly arrived refugees.
The three main components of Partnership Skåne are:
• Civic- and health communication provided in the participants’
mother tongues,
• Inclusion in and possibilities for social networking through
cooperation with the civic sector
• Applied research to create a more evidencebased introduction
process.
Partnership Skåne is coordinated by Region Skåne and the County
Administrative Board of Skåne in cooperation with some 50 public, civic
and private organisations.
The civic and health communicators provide information about health
and society to newly arrived refugees in an 80-hour program given in
the participants mother tongue, which are organized by five local hubs
in Skåne. The programme is a joint venture between local municipalities
in Skåne, the Public Employment
Service, the County Administrative Board of Skåne, and Region Skåne.

Evaluation
Welcome to Skåne is continuously evaluated by Uppsala
University through focus groups and surveys with the
participants. These evaluations target factors linked to health,
social capital and self-efficacy. The evaluation is part of the
research based platform MILSA and is funded by the European
Union, Asylum, Migration and Integration fund.
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